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A Narrative of a Monjlrous Birth in Plymouth, OUob, 22. 
16 jo > together with the Anatomical Obfervations^ taken 
thereupon by William Durfton DoUor in Phyjick^ and 

communicated to Dr. Tim. Clerk. 

N E 3 Grace Batter d> the wife of a fhoemaker,of honeft 
Repute^and mother of five Children., now come to the 
full time to be delivered of a fixth Birth 3 about twelve a 
Clock at night began to have travelling pains 5 and near 
four a Clock in the morning the Head of a Child came to the 
Birth ; When the Midwife, putting her hand to help offthis* 
felt another 5 (by its heat and motion) alive 3 and therefore 
made all poffible fpeed to deliver her of this. 

Tis obfervable, that in three of her former five travels (he 
was fb quick, as that (he was delivered before the Midwife 
came 5 but now (he could not fo fpeedily effe&her defire, in 
regard that not only the firft child was fuffocated by its (by 
in the birth h but alfo the Head of the fecond turning; alide 
from the inner orifice of the Vterus towards the groine, and 
the Twins beifig, Joy n'd together (as afterwards appeared) 
made it a different Birth, But the Midwife doing her part 
exceeding well, and the Mother having nimble travel, was 
delivered of thofe prodigious Twins, the effigies of which is 
herefent youincloted, (SeeTable 2. Figure 1.) together with 
an Accompt of what we thought further worth obferva- 

lion. 

This Birth 5 as you fee 5 had two Heads, and two Necks, 
as alfo the Eyes, Mouths, and Ears, futably double. Four 
Arms with Hands, and as many Leggs and Feet. There was 
to both but one Trunk 5 but two Back-bones, from the Cla- 
vicles to the Hypogajirium 9 and from the fhoulders down to 
the bottom of the Loins they were notdiftinft, but cement- 
ed and concorporated, after this manner.* The right Clavicle 
or Channel- bone oftheRight*hand.Child (being long) joyn- 
ed with the left Clavicle of the Left-hand- Child. The Ribbs 
on the face- fide of both of them, by the Cartilages or Griftles 
were united without any intervening Sternum or Breft*bone? ; 
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and fo made a common Cheft to them both • And the Ribbs 
of both on the Back-part were united by the Griftles; and 
from the Clavicle down to the Hypogaflrium or bottom of the 
Belly there,were fo conjoyned^ that they made but one com- 
mon Belly, with one Navel-ftring'to them both ; but from 
the Byfogajlrium downwards they were divided, and became 
two,each having the perfeft parts of Females. 

Having with fome difficulty obtained the Fathers leave to 
diflcft it>we firft weighed this Birth ; the weight whereof was 
eight pounds and a quarter 5 the Circumference of the left head 
was about eleven Inches^that of the right being half an Inch 
left* The Circumference of the Trunk: was'abdtif Sixteen 
Inches and a quarter : $ and the length of both, ftotti head to 
foot^was full eighteen inches and an half, 

We found one Navil-vein, and one Liver, but that was 
very large, with the Bladder of Gall feated in itsufuai place : 
but there were two Urinary Bladders, two Woiiibs, four Kid- 
neys 5 andcneStomach 5 withtheOg/2y^^j or Gullet perforate 
and open from the Mouth of the left head > but • he Oejophagm 
from the Mouth of the right head defcended no lower, than a 
little above half an inch off theMid-rifiJ and theie u *nded* 
Nofurther could wt follow it wiih the probed but doubting 
a failure in that Experiment, we made an bflay vvith a Blow- 
pipe, and thereby we found, fhat the Wind would go no 
further than the place abovementioned. Whence it may 
be concluded , that the Plight-handed -Child muft have 
received its nourifliment by and from the" Left Child> 

There was but one Colon 01 Coli:ckgur,* v whiei> terminated 
into twolntejiinaretla^ So there wa$ but oneMidriffj md 
above that, we could find little or no appearance of Lungs ; 
but only a very large Heart,(with two Auricles,) the figure of 
which was not Conical) but like a Souldiers pera or Snapiack, 
or the Ventricle or Stomach 5. and lying -near under the Cla- 
vicleS)tranfverfe,as the Stomach lyeth under the -MidriiFa&d 
Liver. Wedid alfoobferve two Ventricles with the tricul- 
pid or figmoid- valves; as alfo the Vena Cava md Aartade- 
pendant,and alfothe-dtorta amending and bifurcate towards 
each neckband then bifurcate again* 
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Thefe Twins were exa&ly like one another 5 very well 
featured, having alfo pretty neat and handfome Limbs. They 
had their hair more than ordinarily thick, and about half an 
Inch long,and the nails full grown. 

We might have proceeded to further Obfervations , but 
time and the tumultuous concourfe of people,as alfo the night* 
and likewife the Fathers importunity to haften the Birth to the 
Grave,hindred us. 

The Mother is at this time in as good a Condition of 
Health,as Women in Child -bed ufe to be* 

Obfervatipns on InfeQs^ lodging themfelves in Old Willows , 
Produced before the Royal Society by Dr. Edmund King, 
July 14. 1670* 

YOumay remember, that about the beginning of May 
Jaft,a piece of old Willow- wood, being fent me from 
Sir John Bernhard out of Northampton/hire, was produced be* 
fore you 3 in which were lodged many Infe&s curioufly wrapt 
up in green Leaves,in feveral channels or burrows, each with 
12. i^. or 1 6. leaves round the Body, and feveral of them 
with as many little round bites of leaves at each end, to ftop 
themupclofe* Thefe, thus made up 3 are near an Inch long 
or thebeft partofaninch,putinone after another into a bore 
made in the wood, fit for their reception* They are in the 
manner of Cartrages of Powder, wherewith Piftols are wont 
to{>e Charged^or like long flugs of lead,as are fometimes ufed 
in fome parts ofthofe burrows .5 they are placed fo near one 
another as to touch } in others,at fome confiderable diftance. 
Thefe Infe&s obferve this method in placing themfelves , that 
fometimes they make a direct way into the length of the 
wood, fometimes they bore out into the fide, and run ano- 
ther way, thole Channels being not unlike the burrows of 
Rabbets ; all which they fill up with thefe round appearances 
of wrapt leaves, all regularly wrought: In which I find ei* 
ther fomething alive, or appearances of fomething that hath 
dyed there,and is putrified •• In fome a great number of Mites, 
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